1. —1916
It is recorded: "That which is spiritual, being in the likeness of that which is temporal: and that which is temporal, is in the likeness of that which is spiritual: the spirit of man in the likeness of his person, as also the spirit of the beast, and every other creature, which God has created" (D. and C. 77:2). What! the beast and every other creature possessing spirit and body—a living soul? And why not? Were they not all created before death was in the world? and through the transgression of Adam death passed upon all living creatures. The Lord did not create them as a thing of naught, to pass away and exist no more. The workmanship of his hands is eternal. "For all old things shall pass away," said the Lord, "and all things shall become new, even the heaven and the earth, and all the fulness thereof, both men and beasts, the fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea, and not one hair, neither mote, shall be lost, for it is the workmanship of mine hand" (D. and C. 29:24, 25). This is a new thought to the present religious world, that even the animals, through the goodness of God and the atonement of his Son Jesus Christ, are made immortal. Yet if they had correctly read the scriptures they would have discovered it, and we shall prove it here. ("Is Man Immortal?" Improvement Era, Feb. 1916, vol. xix, no. 4, x)
2. —1920
If you believe in the doctrine of the evolutionist, then you must accept the view that man has evolved through countless ages from the very lowest forms of life up through various stages of animal life, finally into the human form.... According to this theory, death had always been in the world. ("The Origin and Destiny of Man,"  Improvement Era, Mar. 1920, vol. xxii, no. l5, x)
3. —1930
We feel that the arguments as given contradict the accounts given in all our scriptures, and more especially in the temple ceremonies. As we understand it the term 'first flesh also,' does not have reference to Adam as being the first living creature of the creation on the earth, but that he, through the 'fall' became the first 'flesh,' or mortal soul. The term 'flesh' in reference to mortal existence is of common usage. We find it so used in the scriptures. Adam having partaken of the fruit became mortal and subject to death, which was not the condition until that time. We are taught in the Temple as well as in the scriptures that man was the last creation placed upon the earth, before death was introduced. Adam was the first to ... become subject to the flesh. (Committee of the Quorum of the Twelve [George Albert Smith, David O. McKay, Joseph Fielding Smith, Stephen L. Richards, Melvin J. Ballard], May 15, 1930,  in B. H. Roberts, The Truth, The Way, The Life, 2nd edition, Provo: BYU Studies, 1996, 292-293.)
4. —1930
The Lord pronounced the earth good when it was finished. Everything upon its face was called good. There was no death in the earth before the fall of Adam. I do not care what the scientists say in regard to dinosaurs and other creatures upon the earth millions of years ago, that lived and died and fought and struggled for existence. When the earth was created and was declared good, peace was upon its face among all its creatures. Strife and wickedness were not found here, neither was there any corruption…. 
All life in the sea, the air, on the earth, was without death. Animals were not dying. Things were not changing as we find them changing in this mortal existence, for mortality had not come. Today we are living in a world of change because we are living under very different conditions from those which prevailed in the beginning and before the fall of man. (Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine, Vol. 21 (October 1930): 148; as quoted in Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols., 1:108.)
5. —1936
When the earth was prepared for the advent of man, the Lord declared that the earth itself and all these creations were "very good." Things did not remain "very good," however, for a great change came. Man fell from his station where there was no death, pain, sin, or sorrow, but where he was unable to distinguish between good and evil, for he had not received the knowledge which the earth-life was destined to bring. In the wake of his fall there came a great change in and upon the earth. Mortality replaced immortality, temptation, misery, sin and death were ushered in and spread over the face of the earth. (The Progress of Man, Salt Lake City: The Genealogical Society of Utah, 1936, 62–63.)
6. —1937
Modern education declares that there never was such a thing as the "fall" of man, but that conditions have always gone on in the same way as now in this mortal world. Here, say they, death and mutation have always held sway as natural conditions on this earth and everywhere throughout the universe the same laws obtain. It is declared that man has made his ascent to the exalted place he now occupies through countless ages of development which has gradually distinguished him from lower forms of life. ("Melchizedek Priesthood," Conducted by the Melchizedek Priesthood Committee of the Council of the Twelve—Edited by Joseph Fielding Smith, Improvement Era, May 1937, vol. xl, no. 5, x)
7. —1940
Our Savior, Jesus Christ, is the Author of the resurrection. He came into the world to redeem it and all upon its face from mortality and give immortality to every creature. The coming of our Savior to accomplish this end is due to the fact that death was brought into the world through the fall of Adam. ("The Resurrection," Improvement Era, Dec. 1940, vol. xlv, no.12, x)
8. —1944
The first marriage was before there was any death in the world. (The Restoration of all Things, Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1944, 242.)
9. —1944
When Adam fell, he brought death into the world, and that death was passed on to every living creature, even the earth, itself, partook of the fall. When it has filled the measure of its temporal existence, it will die and be consumed by fire, but that is not to be the end of this earth. Neither is this mortal death to be something which is to occur millions of years hence or even thousands of years in the future. The earth is now growing old. Soon it is to be changed and brought back very largely to the condition in which it was found before man transgressed in the Garden of Eden and brought upon himself and the earth the temporal change. In this changed condition, which is shortly to take place, the earth will endure for one thousand years as a terrestrial sphere in purity and sanctification. The Savior will come to reign and take his rightful place. All kingdoms and governments will come to an end, and be superseded by Christ's government. There will be no more war, but peace and righteousness, for the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters do the sea. (The Restoration of all Things, Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1944, 291-292.)
10. —1948
We know that when Adam was placed on the earth it was pronounced "good," and he, as well as the earth, was not subject to death. There was no "curse" on the earth. There was no blood in his body, but he had a spiritual body until it was changed by the fall. A spiritual body is one which is not quickened by blood, but by spirit. Before the fall Adam had a physical, tangible body of flesh and bones, but it was not quickened by blood. The partaking of the forbidden fruit caused blood to exist in his body and thus the seeds of mortality were sown and his body then became temporal, or mortal, subject to the vicissitudes of mortal change. The Lord created all things upon this earth physically and immortal, or free from the seeds of death. The fall of Adam brought the change upon the earth and all things upon its face partook of the conditions imposed upon Adam in the fall. (Church History and Modern Revelation, Salt Lake City: The Council of the Twelve Apostles, 1948, 5)
11. —1948
Adam did transgress the law under which he was living and the consequences were that he brought death into the world, and death through him passed upon every creature, including the earth. (Church History and Modern Revelation, Salt Lake City: The Council of the Twelve Apostles, 1948, 63.)
12. —1948
In this section (101) which deals with the tribulations of the Saints, we also have a very clear exposition of what will be when Christ comes and cleanses the earth from sin. Isaiah and Malachi have spoken very plainly in relation to the coming of the Lord to reign, but in this revelation their words are amplified. Isaiah, in the 65th chapter, verses 17-25, by prophetic utterance, declares that there shall come "new heavens and a new earth." When that day comes Jerusalem shall be cleansed and there shall be joy in her. "There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days; for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed." In that day they shall build and inhabit, and shall not labor in vain. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. Such are the words of Isaiah. In this section (101) the Lord declares that when that day comes, "every corruptible thing, both of man, or of the beasts of the field, or of the fowls of the heavens, or of the fish of the sea, that dwells upon all the face of the earth, shall be consumed; and also that of element shall melt with fervent heat." In this manner the earth will be cleansed of all that pertains to corruption. It will be swept clear of the telestial order of things and be prepared to receive its paradisiacal glory. We are in the midst of restoration now, but when that day comes the earth will be brought back to a similar condition to the one in which it was before the fall of Adam. The new heavens and new earth spoken of by Isaiah and in section 101, have no reference to the new heavens and earths which will come after the close of the Millennium when the earth shall become as a sea of glass. The new heavens and earth here spoken of will come at the beginning of the Millennium. It is the change spoken of in the tenth Article of Faith. The Lord definitely fixes the time when this change will come and all corruptible things be removed. It is in the day when enmity shall cease on the earth and love shall take the place of hate even among the beasts and fowl as well as with mankind. It shall be a day when there shall be no sorrow for there shall be no death. Men on the earth will still be mortal, but a change shall come over them so that they will have power over sickness, disease and death. Death shall all but be banished from the earth, for men shall live until they are the age of a tree or one hundred years old, (See Sec. 63:50-51), and then shall die at the age of man, but this death shall come in the twinkling of an eye and mortality shall give way to immortality suddenly. There shall be no graves, and the righteous shall be caught up to a glorious resurrection. In that day the resurrected Saints will work hand in hand with the mortal Saints on the earth. It is the purpose of the Lord during that thousand years to have the ordinance work performed for all the dead who are entitled to receive it. It is the time of restoration and perfection, when all things pertaining to the Salvation of man will be fulfilled. Mortals must perform in the Temples the ordinance work which pertains to this mortal life. All who are raised in the resurrection also belong to another life, and therefore cannot be baptized, confirmed, ordained, endowed, or sealed for themselves, since all of these ordinances belong to this mortal sphere. (Church History and Modern Revelation, Salt Lake City: The Council of the Twelve Apostles, 1948, 216-217.)
13. —1954
Every creature had a spiritual existence. The spirits of men, beasts, and all animal life, existed before the foundations of the earth were laid, and are living entities. As death, through the fall, has passed upon all, so the resurrection, through the mission of Jesus Christ, comes to all. (Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols., 1:62.)
14. —1954
TELESTIAL STATUS RESULT OF ADAM'S FALL. When the earth was created, the Lord pronounced it good. Everything on its face was created without the seeds of death and could have endured forever. This is taught, among other places, in 2 Nephi 2:22. Death had not entered the world, and Adam was immortal in the sense that he was not subject to death. However, he had not passed through the resurrection, and, therefore, he was in a condition by which he could fall so that his body would become subject to death or mortality. This happened and this condition then passed upon the earth and all creatures living upon it.
From the time Adam was driven out of the Garden until now this earth and its inhabitants, man, beast, fowl, fish, and every creature has been subject to death. The earth itself must die and receive its resurrection. This present condition, which we refer to as a telestial condition, will endure until Christ comes. We are informed that this temporal existence will endure for 6,000 years. (Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols., 1:82.)
15. —1954
ADAM HAD POWER TO BRING DEATH INTO WORLD. By revelation we are well informed that Adam was not subject to death when he was placed in the Garden of Eden, nor was there any death upon the earth. The Lord has not seen fit to tell us definitely just how Adam came for we are not ready to receive that truth. He did not come here a resurrected being to die again for we are taught most clearly that those who pass through the resurrection receive immortality, and can die no more.
It is sufficient for us to know, until the Lord reveals more about it, that Adam was not subject to death but had the power, through transgressing the law, to become subject to death and to cause the same curse to come upon the earth and all life upon it. For this earth, once pronounced good, was cursed after the fall. It is passing through its mortal probation as well as the life which is upon it, and will eventually receive the resurrection and a place of exaltation which is decreed in the heavens for it. (Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols., 1:110.)
16. —1956
When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden, there was no death. (CR, Apr. 1956)
17. —1956
When Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden he was immortal and could have lived forever; likewise all things that had been created as well as Adam and Eve ". . . must have remained in the same state in which they were after they were created; and they must have remained forever, and had no end." [footnote: 2 Ne. 2:22.] (Improvement Era, May 1956, 302; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 1, 180.)
18. —1958
Before death came upon the world, the Lord planted a garden for Adam and Eve and placed all manner of cattle and living creatures on the earth, as well as vegetation. When Adam transgressed the commandment, all things upon the earth became subject to death, as well as Adam and Eve, and the earth itself partook of this fall. (Improvement Era, Jan. 1958, 16; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 2, 48-49.)
19. —1959
The first marriage performed on earth was the marriage of Eve to Adam, and this was before there was any death, therefore it was intended to be forever. (Improvement Era, Mar. 1959, 144; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 3, 23.)
20. —1960
When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden, there was no blood in their bodies. Their lives were quickened by spirit; therefore they were in a state where they could have lived forever, and so likewise could every other mortal creature. When Adam fell, the change came upon all other living things and even the earth itself became mortal, and all things including the earth were redeemed from death through the atonement of Jesus Christ. (Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 3, 100-101; not an Improvement Era reprint.)
21. —1962
We read also in the scriptures that Jesus was the "Lamb slain from the foundation of the world," meaning that our Savior was chosen before the foundations of the world to come and be the sacrifice for the redemption of man and all the creatures who partook of death through Adam's fall. (Improvement Era, Apr. 1962, 230; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 4, 81.)
22. —1963
A careful reading of the first chapter of Genesis, and the third chapter of Moses in the Pearl of Great Price, will show that the animals were all created and placed on the earth preceding the coming of Adam and Eve. In fact the whole earth and the creatures on it were prepared for Adam and Eve before Adam's fall. In that condition the earth and all upon it were not subject to death until Adam fell. (Improvement Era, Jan. 1963, 15; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 4, 128-129.)
23. —1963
Therefore Eve was given to Adam, and it is clear from this scripture that the intention was that marriage between the man and his wife was to endure forever, for death had not at that time come upon the earth. (Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 4, 145; not an Improvement Era reprint.)
24. —1964
The Redeemer of this world, through the great sacrifice which he made, opened the graves and restored all mortal things both mankind, fowls of the air, fishes of the sea, and every creature that partook of death through the "fall" of Adam. (CR, Oct. 1964)
25. —1964
From the revelations of the Lord we learn that there was no death in this world before the transgression of Adam and Eve. (Improvement Era, Feb. 1964, 87; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 5, 7.)
26. —1964
No soul could be saved from death had not Jesus our Lord paid the sacrifice by the shedding of his blood and by this means opening every grave, not for mankind alone, but for every other living creature that partook of death through the fall. (Improvement Era, July 1964, 567; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 5, 28.)
27. —1964
In John, chapter 17, is a prayer of our Savior shortly before his arrest, condemnation, and crucifixion as a sacrifice for the redemption of the entire world and all creatures placed upon it from death, for through Adam's transgression this earth on which we live and every living thing upon it became subject to death and therefore must be redeemed. This redemption comes through the death by martyrdom and the shedding of his blood to atone for Adam's fall. The revelations of the Lord proclaim that this earth was not subject to death nor to mortal conditions until after the partaking of the forbidden fruit by Adam and Eve. The eating of the forbidden fruit not only brought death upon Adam and Eve, but also upon every living creature and even the earth itself. (Improvement Era, Sept. 1964, 718; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 5, 33-34.)
28. —1965
The Lord never intended that marriage was to be for "time" only. There was no death when Adam and Eve were sealed by the Lord. (Improvement Era, June 1965, 479; also reprinted in Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 5, 65.)
29. —1965
Let it be remembered that when Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden there was no death. (CR, Apr. 1965)
30. —1966
We are also informed that the fall of Adam brought death into the world; that there was no death before his time, but everything was pronounced good and could have existed in the same state in which they were, without death, forever. (Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 5, 115; not an Improvement Era reprint.)
31. —1966
There was no death of any living creature before the fall of Adam! ... Our scriptures most emphatically tell us that death came through the fall, and has passed upon all creatures including the earth itself. For this earth of ours was pronounced good when the Lord finished it. It became fallen and subject to death as did all things upon its face, through the transgression of Adam. (Answers to Gospel Questions [Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 5 vols. 1957-1966], vol 5, 116; not an Improvement Era reprint.)
32. —1967
When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden, they did not have to die. They could have been there to this day. They could have continued on for countless ages. There was no death then. (CR, Apr. 1967)
33. —1970
When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden, they did not have to die. They could be there today. They could have continued on for countless ages. There was not death then. But it would have been a terrific calamity if they had not broken the law under which they lived.
If they had stayed in the Garden of Eden, we would not be here; nobody would be here, only Adam and Eve. So the breaking of that commandment was not a sin. I do not like to hear it spoken of as a sin. It was part of the great plan, but it brought death upon Adam.
Eating of that forbidden fruit subdued the power of the spirit and created blood in his body. No blood was in his body before the fall. The blood became the life thereof. And the blood was not only the life thereof, but it had in it the seeds of death. And so we grow old and we die. But that would have been a dreadful thing if Adam and his posterity had been forced because of the fall to die and remain dead; and there would have been no redemption. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 80-81.)
34. —1970
When Adam and Eve became mortal it was not a sin ... but when that happened, this whole earth was changed and everything upon it from the condition in which it was without death, and death came into this world on every living thing and upon the earth itself. And even this earth has to die. The scriptures tell us that. We read that every living thing will die, but they are all going to live again because the Savior redeemed them. Redeemed the earth? Yes. He redeemed this earth and it is going to receive a resurrection. It will become a glorious place, and our Lord and Savior will dwell here. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 101-102.)
35. —1970
In his great mercy the Son of God came into this world and offered himself a sacrifice to redeem all mankind from Adam's fall and to redeem every man from his individual sins on condition of his faithful repentance and acceptance of the divine plan of salvation. Moreover, he came to restore the dead to immortality. This restoration is not only for those who accept the gospel of Jesus Christ; it also extends to every living thing upon the face of the earth and even to the earth itself, for the earth, like all creatures upon her face, must pass through the ordeal of death and be renewed in a resurrection based on the atonement of our Savior. So the scriptures, given by divine commandment, inform us that this earth is also to be redeemed and will become a celestial body and the abode of the righteous. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 152-153.)
36. —1970
This is to say the Redeemer of this world, through the great sacrifice which he made, opened the graves and restored all mortal things, both mankind, the fowls of the air, fishes of the sea and every creature that partook or partakes of death through the fall of Adam. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 260.)
37. —1970
Adam was the first man on the earth, and Eve, his wife, was the first woman. They were created in the image of God. When Adam and Eve were placed in Eden they were not subject to the power of death, and could have lived in the state of innocence in which they were forever, had they not violated the law given them in the Garden.
The earth also was pronounced good, and would have remained in that same state forever had it not been changed to meet Adam's fallen condition. All things on the face of the earth also would have remained in that same condition had not Adam transgressed the law. By partaking of the forbidden fruit and thus violating the law under which he was placed, his nature was changed, and he became subject to: first, spiritual death, which is banishment from the presence of God; second, temporal death, which is separation of spirit and body.
This death also came to Eve his wife. Had Adam and Eve not transgressed the law given in Eden, they would have had no children. Because of this transgression bringing mortality, the children of Adam and Eve inherited mortal bodies and became subject to the mortal death.
Because Adam transgressed the law, the Lord changed the earth to suit the mortal condition, and all things on the face of the earth became subject to mortality as did the earth also. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 270-271.)
38. —1970
What is meant by the "first flesh"? It is simple when you understand it. Adam was the first of all creatures to fall and become flesh, and flesh in this sense means mortality, and all through our scriptures the Lord speaks of this life as flesh, while we are here in the flesh, so Adam became the first flesh. There was no other mortal creature before him, and there was no mortal death until he brought it, and the scriptures tell you that. It is here written, and that is the gospel of Jesus Christ. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 281.)
39. —1970
Adam's transgression did, however, place him and all things upon the earth, under the curse of death, the separation of the spirit and the body. (Seek Ye Earnestly, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, 435.)
40. —1971
When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden, they didn't have to die. They could be here today. They could have continued on for countless ages. There was no death then. (Take Heed to Yourselves! Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1971, 283.)
41. —1971
This is to say the Redeemer of this world, through the great sacrifice which he made, opened the graves and restored all mortal things, both mankind the fowls of the air, fishes of the sea, and every creature that partook of death through the "fall" of Adam. (Take Heed to Yourselves! Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1971, 396.)
42. —1972
The animals were all created and placed on the earth preceding the coming of Adam and Eve. In fact the whole earth and the creatures on it were prepared for Adam and Eve before Adam's fall.… The earth and all upon it were not subject to death until Adam fell.… It was through the fall of Adam that death came into the world. (Selections from Answers to Gospel Questions, Salt Lake City: The First Presidency, 1972, 53-54, 111.)
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